GELA Minutes

Tuesday February 10, 2009
6:00 PM at the Health Sciences Library, University of Alberta
Executive in attendance: Stacey Bissell, Merrill Kemp, Thane Chambers, Virginia Pow, Samantha Baxter, Shannon D’Agnone, Melanie St-Onge, Anna-Marie Klassen, Soleil Surette

1) Meeting called to order at 6:00 PM.

2) Anna-Marie approved amended minutes

3) Committee reports
Membership: Virginia Pow 

· Currently have 47 members – 60% of these are students
Program councilors: Melanie St. Onge/Thane Chambers

· CKUA tour to be held March 20, 2009 – Librarian at CKUA is Monica Chattoway

· May 6, 2009 Spring Banquet 

· Publicity for these two events

· Suggestions for venues for XMAS Brunch 2009 – Upper Crust, Faculty Club (cost would be 23.50/person plus GST but includes gratuity) – some problems with Faculty Club location – no private room, could eat in a group but would have to move upstairs for speaker talk which is awkward – also, there is a large proportion of membership that already frequents the Faculty Club on a regular basis so would be little incentive for them to attend the Brunch

· Thane to look at alternative venues ie. Glenora Club, Petroleum Club, Highlands golf course

· NAHLA evaluation – see attached – majority of people who attended were not part of NAHLA or GELA – speaker waived/returned speaker fee to GELA – GELA will make $50 donation to Bissell Centre? and use the remaining money for other programming
· Melanie reported that Robert Demerais the Librarian at the Bruce Peel Special Collections Library would be willing to host another tour – suggested date is March 5, 2009 from 5:30-6:30 PM
Publicity: Liz Fulton Lyne

· Following events have been publicized 

· NAHLA, PD Grant, Toni Samek presentation

Web coordinator: Stacey Bissell

· Adding events to website

· PD Grant form also on website

· Updating membership dates
Treasurer: Soleil Surette

- $3,000 in account


-Will spend $600 for PD Grant

-Project management event brought in $150 - $50 to be donated to charity in the speaker’s name (Vincent Capri) and the remaining $100 to be used for more programming

4) PD Grant Status


- Applications to go to Soleil and then to group


- Electronic applications to be sent to publicity and then to group


- March meeting to go over applications

5) AGM

- Mail out is three weeks away

- Mail out has to occur 5 weeks before AGM


- Will need candidate bios

- Merrill made a motion to nominate entire executive as part of the nominating committee – Stacey seconded

- All positions are open

- How many candidates are we looking for?

- Liz to begin advertising for positions

- Will need to agree on position changes at the AGM - those changes will then come into effect in 2010 

- Shannon to check bylaws and contact Leah

-Virginia made a motion to email slate of candidates, proxy forms, notice of bylaw changes – Melanie seconded

- Anna-Marie to book room 6-7 at the Stanley A. Milner Library on April 15 at 6 PM for GELA AGM

- Stacey to update website
- Committee reports to be written

- Soleil to ask Adrienne Canty and ? to audit 

- Will wait with membership directory until September

- Bylaw changes and position changes to be made by the beginning of March

6) Bissell Centre: Merrill Kemp

- Merrill has nothing to report
7) Women’ Prison: Liz Fulton Lyne
- See attached – Shannon to send Anna-Marie a copy of the email to include in minutes
8) Merging of Executive Positions
See attached for Leah’s comments on this matter


- Positions to be merged:


Treasurer/Membership Positions
– Discussion whether the membership position was busy enough to require a separate position – could we expand the membership coordinator’s role by having GELA members more engaged with the organization ie. have membership be more actively involved as volunteers or on sub-committees – could make that exec person busier organizing members – in the past membership would indicate their areas of expertise and preferred areas of involvement
-Samantha pointed out that the student members would like to be more involved 

- If decide to engage membership more actively this might not allow for the merging of the membership position with that of the treasurer

- However more efficient to have the treasurer pick up certain of the membership coordinator’s duties and distribute the rest of the membership duties to the rest of the executive 

- Membership renewals

- Re-write those position descriptions that will be affected by removal of membership position

- Virginia, Melanie and Soleil to look at job descriptions and divide up the duties – needs to be completed by March 2, 2009

Publicity/Web Coordinator Positions

- Liz says no to combining these positions – Publicity position is too much work

- Suggestion was to make the Web Coordinator position a part of the student rep position – Samantha the current student rep pointed out that the majority of students would be able to do this

- Issue of personal credit card number that is on file with the organization that hosts our web domain – Until now have used the WC’s personal credit card – Is it possible to get a prepaid card or another member of the executive to use their credit card? Soleil to check into possibility of getting a prepaid card as well as the amount that can be put on it and whether there is a charge for the card.

9) New business
10) Next Meeting Tuesday March 3 @5:30 PM Scott Library 
Meeting adjourned at 6:51 PM.
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