Greater Edmonton Library Association

July 10, 2008

Meeting Room, Health Science Library, University of Alberta

Present: Shannon D’Agnone, Merrill Kemp, Stacey Bissell, Thane Chambers, Melanie St-Onge, Virginia Pow, Leah Vanderjagt 

Regrets:Anna-Marie Klassen, Soleil Surette, Liz Fulton-Lyne,

Guests: None

1. Call to Order: S. D’Agnone called the meeting to order at 6:05pm

2. Approval of the Minutes: V. Pow moves to approve the minutes as presented.
3. Committee Reports

Membership Councillor: 

· 98 members: 34 students, 5 institutions, 59 individuals.

· Virginia will give a list of members who indicated they would be willing to volunteer with GELA to the Program Councillors.

Program Councillors:

· Request any suggestions for speakers for the following events: Christmas Brunch, Fall Professional Development, Spring GELA/CASLIS banquet. 

· For PD: Looking particularly for someone who will appeal to newer librarians.

· Suggestions: Marty Chan for Christmas Brunch. Comment: he was at ALC 2008, PNLA 2007 in Edmonton. But he’s very good. Greg Hollingshead

Publicity Councillor:

· N/A

· S. D’Agnone would like to know if there was a write-up in last issue of the Letter to the LAA.

Web Coordinator:

· 142 hits in the past month.

· S. Bissell would like to put the past year’s minutes online. A. Klassen has been asked to send electronic copies of the minutes for the past year to S. Bissell.

Treasurer:

· N/A

President:

· Bought $10 gift cards for Starbucks for each of the two Auditors to say thank you.

4. Room to Read Information Meeting

· S. D’Agnone spoke to this item.

· No one could make the first meeting. T. Chambers is planning to attend the second meeting.

· Shannon suggests that if the executive is very interested in supporting this project, we should form a sub-committee to oversee our participation.

· Suggestion that GELA should establish some criteria to guide decisions about what projects we should get involved with.
5. Netspeed Pub Event

· S. D’Agnone spoke to this item.

· Will take place as a jointly-sponsored event: GELA, LISAA, FLA.

· LISAA is taking the lead in organizing this. They suggest the Jekyl and Hyde Pub: it is located near the Crowne Plaza where Netspeed is taking place, but is cheaper than staying in the hotel.

· Recommendation that we contribute $100 to food, same as last year.

· LAA is considering adding their sponsorship to the event.

6. Archiving of Materials
· L. Vanderjagt spoke to this item.

· Many boxes are stored in her office. She volunteers to take on the project of what to do with the older material.

· Suggestion that old records should be donated to the Provincial Archives of Alberta. Leah says she will go through and sort out what is worth archiving and then report back to the executive.

7. Hollywood Librarian

· No update

8. Bissell Centre Update

· M. Kemp spoke to this item.
· The first batch of books that was dropped off is gone. 2nd batch will be dropped off July 11. The demand for books is high: this is not a lending library, but a free book shelf. May need to have ongoing or at least more frequent book drives in order to keep the Centre supplied.

· Amelia _________ has set a sub-committee meeting for July 24 at 6pm.

· Need a place to store the books and have a central drop off point if we are going to have frequent book drives. Suggestions? Is there space in the new Bissell Centre? It would have to be out of sight if we want to do any selection or weeding before the books are made available.

· L. Vanderjagt may be able to store them in her office. She will get in touch with Amelia.

· GELA will remind the membership and the greater library community how appreciated the books are.

9. LAA Communication:

· S. D’Agnone spoke to this item.

· LAA has a designated contact for GELA.

· LAA sent GELA basic organizational information such as their strategic plans. GELA will respond in kind.

· Shannon will get in touch with LAA President Karla Palichuk.

10. Fall Pub Night

· S. D’Agnone spoke to this item.
· Generally held a couple of weeks after Ernie Ingles’ party to welcome the new SLIS students.

· Event is open to librarians as well as U of A and Grant MacEwan students.

· Held at Martini’s last year: good location, but with a good turn out, was very hard to move around. Fairly noisy.

· Other suggestions?

11. New Business

· L. Vanderjagt would like to clarify her role as Past-President. This is an ex-officio position, which means she has no official responsibilities. However, she will continue to attend meetings and would like to be involved because she believes that the continuity is important.
· M. Kemp: the next meeting will be held in conjunction with a BBQ at her house. Address: 11516 – 74 Ave. August 14, 2008.

V. Pow moves to adjourn the meeting.

Meeting adjourned at 6:55pm.
