GELA Minutes

Tuesday 11 March, 2008
6:00 pm at Meeting Room in the Health Sciences Library 2nd Flr Walter C. Mackenzie Health Science Centre, University of Alberta
Executive in attendance: Leah Vanderjagt, Liz Dennett, Melanie St. Onge, Kirsten Wurmann, Shannon D’Agnone, Virginia Pow, Anna-Marie Klassen.

1) Meeting called to order 6:02 PM
2) Welcome to new student to replace Thien who stepped down from the executive – no new student until September

3) Minutes of last meeting approved as amended. 

4) Committee Reports
Membership Reports – Virginia Pow provided membership information as follows: Institutional – 5

1.      Leduc Public Library

2.      Alberta Legislature Library

3.      Concordia University College of Alberta

4.      St. Albert Public Library

5.      School Of Library and Information Studies

Student – 30
Regular – 47
Total – 82
Discussion regarding membership directory - Creation of directory as a service to our members to be used in part as a networking tool – can be sent out as a pdf 
ACTION – Virginia to send out directory to GELA members

Program Councillors –Liz Dennett 

· Pub Night March 12 at Dewey’s from 5-7pm. 
· Bruce Peel Tour
· Hollywood Librarian

· Book Christmas Brunch?

· Spring Banquet – Have not yet heard from CASLIS

ACTION: Allison  to provide status update on Hollywood Librarian
ACTION: Liz Dennett to revisit Christmas Brunch by April 8.

Publicity – Christine Bourchier
· Everything up to date.

Web Coordinator – Roxy Welter
1. Web stats for the month of January:

 

- Page loads: 313
- Unique visitors: 210
- First time visitors: 157

- Returning visitors: 53
 

2. Analysis of search engine keywords reveals that people get to our site using the following keywords: 50% of people type in gela, the rest use greater Edmonton library association, Edmonton libraries, gela Edmonton, Edmonton association, continuing education Edmonton 
 

3. New web page was created for the book drive – you can get there by going to www.gela.ca/book.htm or through the Advocacy section
Treasurer – Kirsten
· $3,696.02 in account
· Does not include Alice McNair or Lois Hole checks (approx. $400.00)
· Budget Guidelines Draft

· Auditors – Katherine Arbuckle and Adrienne Canty – Give them free GELA memberships and profuse “thank yous”

5) Prison Subcommittee and Bookdrive – Melanie St. Onge and Kirsten Wurmann

– FLIF collected $415.00 during Freedom to Read Week – to be split between the Bissell Centre and Women’s Prison - Who has Bissell Centre expertise – Amelia Martin doing community study on the Bissell Centre
– Resolve to continue relationship with FLIF around Freedom to Read Week 

- Book sorting station at Liz Dennett’s house Saturday March 15.
- Kirsten Wurmann to retain position as head of prison subcommittee in order to maintain connections and relationship with the prison

- Prison visit Thursday March 13 to assess needs.

- Prison Tour – Thursday evening April 17

ACTION –Kirsten and Christine - Confirm times of prison tour and publicize event.

· Pilot project – Women’s Prison practicum placement with SLIS – suitable for a library student – prison sub-committee to work with student – Question of whether to include Library Tech program student in this project – Belief that project more suitable for a SLIS student – mentorship opportunity – potential for presentation at ALC on behalf of the student
ACTION – Kirsten to draft prison practicum placement plan for SLIS student

- Kirsten met with Ann Curry – possibility of UA SLIS offering one credit weekend course to be offered at prison library 
5) Executive Recruitment / Brainstorming

List of potential candidates to date:


- Merrill Kemp – Vice President 


- Soleil Surette – Treasurer

 
- Stacey Bissell – Web Coordinator


- Liz Fulton Lyne – Publicity


- Thane Chambers – Program Councillor


- Melanie St. Onge – Program Councillor

ACTION - Recruitment updates and summary – ALL - have your contacts send in bio.
6) PD Grant – Selection Criteria 
1. Need

2. Resulting contribution to the Edmonton library community

- All applications were strong, however Lorie McArthur’s application was successful based on its’ uniqueness, its’ specialization and the fact that there is not as much opportunity to attend conferences that offer information sessions in areas of specialization
     - Greater consideration and support needs to be paid to library systems outside of Edmonton
7) Organizational Memory – discuss at April meeting – 
ACTION – ALL – What do new executive need to know – key points and timings
Meeting adjourned 7:45 PM
