GELA Minutes

Wed. November 12, 2008

6:00 PM at the Health Sciences Library, University of Alberta
Executive in attendance: Stacey Bissell, Merrill Kemp, Leah Vanderjagt, Thane Chambers, Virginia Pow, Samantha Baxter, Shannon D’Agnone, Melanie St-Onge (recording)
1) Meeting called to order at 6:06 PM.

2) Minutes of last meeting approved.

3) Committee reports
Membership: Putting membership forms in SLIS mailboxes was not successful. Speaking in class seems more successful and is recommended for the future. 

Program councilors: NetPub was a raging success, despite the location (Jekyll & Hyde). Approximately 54 attendees. Thane reports that cost for Christmas Brunch is very high.  GELA will subsidize approximately $250 of the total cost. New location should be explored for next year, possibly NAIT. Merrill will step in for Shannon, who cannot attend. 

Publicity: Suggestion that publicity needs to happen more frequently and announcements should be slightly more appealing. Reminders should also be sent the day before and the day of an event. Low attendance of students for past two events leads to suggestion that student listservs be targeted. Virginia suggests that email addresses be put in bcc field to protect privacy.

ACTION: Samantha will email MacEwan first-year students about GELA’s Christmas Brunch.

ACTION: Liz will follow up on Facebook RSVPs for Christmas Brunch. 

Web coordinator: Stacey reports that there were 123 unique visitors and 106 first-timers to the GELA website. Numbers are holding steady.
Treasurer: With 2 cheques outstanding, total of budget is $2673.

4) GELA/CASLIS spring banquet and speaker
Shannon suggests Eve Poirier as a speaker.  

ACTION: Thane will contact Eve Poirier.

Shannon suggests NAIT as location for banquet. Tentative date set for May 5th or 6th.

ACTION: Shannon will book NAIT Ernest banquet room. 

5) Presentation at MacEwan
Merrill and Shannon presented in MacEwan class and collected 11 memberships. Successful way of attracting students to GELA.
6) Archiving material
Merrill contacted Paula Aurini-Onderwater. She confirmed that GELA materials are relevant to City Archives. Leah suggests that we separate useful material from material to be archived and start collating materials from past few years, as per GELA bylaw. 

ACTION: Merrill and Leah will sort and send off documents to be archived.

7) Bissell Centre update
Merrill has nothing to report. Storage situation still not resolved.

8) Women’s Prison update
New blog: gelaprison.wordpress.com

ACTION: Stacey will add link to blog on GELA website.

9) New business

Virginia reports that LAA is interested in partnering with GELA. Sub-group idea rejected. Questions arose as to benefits of such a partnership. Partnership idea needs to be explored further. 

Stacey suggests library tours should to be reinstated. Possibilities include the Legislature library, the Law Society library and the CKUA library. Tentative date set for January or February, with strong preference going to CKUA. 

Thane reports that Dagmara Chojecki is interested in a project management-themed PD event, but only for next year. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:51 PM.

Next meeting scheduled for Wed. January 7th at 6:00 PM at the Health Sciences library.
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