GELA Minutes

Thursday August 14, 2008
7:15 pm at Merrill Kemp’s house

Executive in attendance: Shannon d’AgnoneThane Chambers, Soleil Surette, Merrill Kemp, Liz Fulton-Lyne, Stacey Bissell, Anna-Marie Klassen

1) Meeting called to order 8:40 PM

2) Minutes of last meeting approved 

3) Committee Reports
Membership Reports – Virginia Pow 

ACTION – Virginia to send emails to U of A SLIS and Grant MacEwan Library Tech program regarding student representative position on GELA executive
Program Councillors –Melanie and Thane:
-Fall Pub Night will take place Thursday September 25 @ 5:00pm at the Rose ‘n Crown 195-10235 101 St. – Thane has booked a private room that will hold 30 people.

-Ernie Engal’s party will be September 18

-Speaker for Christmas Brunch – Suggestions include Marty Chan, Greg Hollingshead, Ted Bishop, Bill Mah ( writes a blog for the Journal – humour)

ACTION -Anna-Marie to check on availability of Ted Bishop for Christmas Brunch

Publicity – LAA and Pub Night

Web Coordinator – Stacey Bissell 


-Web stats

ACTION – Anna-Marie to send past minutes to Stacey to post to website
Treasurer – Soleil Surette

-$300 cheques returned by award recipient – Discussion about what to do with the money- will dicuss next meeting
-ACTION – Virginia to forward PNLA statement to Soleil

ACTION –Anna-Marie to photocopy Audit and attach to AGM minutes

4) Student Representative – first person to respond to email inquiry will get the position
4a) Student Membership – 


ACTION – Virginia –Student Membership Form


ACTION – Liz- Poster – Welcome to GELA, send to U of A and Grant MacEwan


ACTION – Shannon to find out about Tech program at Grant MacEwan


ACTION – Merrill to go to Grant MacEwan

5) Room to Read 

– Thane attended Room to Read meeting at Whitemud Crossing branch of EPL and reported that there is now an official Room to Read chapter – the next R to R meeting will be September 4, 2008 at 7:00pm at Whitemud Crossing – A core group has been established, they are recruiting volunteers, have a facebook page – 25 people attended the meeting – overall  goal is to raise $35,000 for school room and another $25,000 to fund 10 scholarships for girls

-Will have information available at the Salmon Rushdie author talk

-Local celebrity sponsor – Lois Hole

-Discussion took place as to GELA’s role in R to R  and whether GELA should focus on local literacy issues rather R to R involvement in developing world - Decided to table active involvement  R to R for this year

6) Archiving of Material


-Meeting with Leah (Digital Repository Librarian at the U of A) and Merrill Kemp


-Trish Chatterly – archival boxes – give originals to Archive


-Tabled for next meeting

7) Bissell Centre update
-Amelia Martin – Bissell Centre subcommittee meeting – Bissell Centre goes through a lot of books  and would take more books on an ongoing basis – bookdrive?- Children’s books and cookbooks are kept at the Bissell Centre

-Space issue regarding  storage of books – send space/storage request out on Jerome-l

-Space available at SLIS – could approach if continue relationship with FLIF and have student rep on GELA
- Amelia will coordinate bookdrive – Anything will do except textbooks

ACTION – Amelia will check EPL’s booksale surplus to see if they are willing to send surplus to the Bissell Centre

8)  Women’s Prison

-Practicum student  is Tabitha Penner from U of A SLIS – Val McLean at the prison will be her supervisor

-See email of August 18 sent by Liz Fulton-Lyne for the draft work plan for practicum student

9) New Money


-Donations from bookdrive – 

ACTION - Soleil to report next meeting 

ACTION - Liz to provide receipts

- Implications/Complications of donations – need to become a charity, non-profit, issuing of tax receipts

Meeting adjourned 9:45 pm
