GELA Minutes

Tuesday 6 February 2008
6:00 pm at Meeting Room in the Health Sciences Library 2nd Flr Walter C. Mackenzie Health Science Centre, University of Alberta
Executive in attendance: Leah Vanderjagt, Liz Dennett, Melanie St. Onge, Allison Sivak, Kirsten Wurmann, Christine Bourchier.
1) Meeting called to order 6:05

2) Minutes of last meeting amended and approved as amended. Amended copies to be distributed.
3) Committee Reports
Membership Reports – Virginia Pow provided membership information as follows: Institutional – 5

1.      Leduc Public Library

2.      Alberta Legislature Library

3.      Concordia University College of Alberta

4.      St. Albert Public Library

5.      School Of Library and Information Studies

Student – 21

Regular – 27

Total – 54
Discussion held on the student memberships. Virginia’s email indicated that “We have no

way to tell if someone is in first year or second, so if they did not fill out a form in Sept 2008, they were taken off the list.” It was determined that it is necessary to have students fill out a form each year, to ensure that we are only providing free student memberships to current students.

ACTION: Virginia is asked to investigate whether September 2007 memberships for students carried over for the 2008 year, as was planned for these student memberships. 

ACTION: Virginia is asked (with Roxy’s assistance if needed) to look into creating an editable PDF membership form that could be sent out to students and e-mailed back to the membership councilor. This would allow students to sign up immediately and avoid printing off and mailing in a membership form. This would only be accessible to student members as we have no method to accept e-payment from other members.

Program Councillors – Allison Sivak and Liz Dennett 

· Liz and Allison are planning a Pub Night that may be held on February 27th at Dewey’s from 5-7pm. Waiting for confirmation before this event can be promoted.
· Potential for holding another PD event in the spring.

ACTION: Anna-Marie to add Christmas Brunch to next meeting’s agenda. We will need to discuss menu options and pricing as the executive is in favor of lowering the ticket price for this event.

ACTION: Shannon to investigate Ernest’s at NAIT as a possible alternative location.

Publicity – Christine Bourchier
· Membership renewal reminders were sent out
· PD Grant will be publicized immediately. Deadline for receiving applications is February 29th.

Web Coordinator – Roxy Welter
No report. A discussion was held regarding the web coordinator position. Unfortunately Roxy is unable to attend the next meetings as she has a commitment on Tuesdays. She will continue to update the website as needed but has indicated that she will not be returning to the executive for the 2008/2009 year. Her presence at the executive meetings will be missed.
Treasurer – Kirsten
· $3,041.91 in account
· Working on creating budget scenarios for the upcoming year.

ACTION: Leah to provide PNLA receipt for $200.
4) Prison Subcommittee 

· Kirsten and Melanie – reported on the joint bookdrive for the Women’s Prison and the Bissell Centre. Melanie discussed FLIF’s plans to host a table in HUB with a box for donations of books and cash donations.
ACTION: Allison to discuss possibilities for housing the books from bookdrive with Virginia. 

5) GELA PD Grant – Shannon – This grant is available to any GELA member. All executive are encouraged to promote this grant and encourage applications. Applications will be reviewed at the March executive meeting and the winner presented with the award at the AGM in April.
6) AMISKWACIY Academy – Leah brought forward information provided to her by Kathleen DeLong regarding this aboriginal school library in need of financial assistance. Allison provided additional information on the specific needs of this library, indicating that they are in great need of materials with no resources to draw upon. Allison suggested that this would be a one-time fundraising opportunity for the school that GELA could be involved in. Possibly for GELA this could be part of an annual 'rotating' program charity fundraiser, such as a fundraising drive for worthy causes with different recipient libraries or literacy organizations.  Leah suggested it be considered as a project for 2008/2009, thus an idea to pass on to Shannon and the 2008/2009 executive. Discussion ensued regarding how connected GELA is becoming with local community and that GELA is becoming known for being involved in these endeavors. 
ACTION: Anna-Marie to add Community Fundraising Projects to the AGM agenda.

ACTION: Leah to present a summary of this idea at the AGM, and lead a discussion of this idea by the membership at the AGM.

7) Annual General Meeting. Date is set for April 26th.

ACTION: Shannon is requested to review the AGM meeting checklist and being preparing for the AGM as well as the GELA 2008-2009 executive.

ACTION: Shannon to contact current executive to determine who will stay on executive for 2008-2009 term. Leah will provide clarification on what positions are open as outlined in the bylaws.

8) Meeting dates and location
· Tuesday March 4, Scott Library
· Tuesday April 8, Scott Library
· Tuesday May 6, Scott, Library
· AGM Wednesday April 16 6PM Centennial Room Stanley A. Milner Library

ACTION – Anna-Marie – Book room at Stanley Milner.
Meeting adjourned 7:05 PM
